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I have been asked many times over the years to start an online user forum. I have been testing the Livefyre "comments
system" since mid-March as a "reader comments" section on my Cassiopeia Observatory reports. And in April 2012, a new
"Live Forum" was started on the ETX Site. Livefyre has many nice capabilities and it is currently free (for the features I use).
We'll try this out for another month and see how it goes. If you have any problems with the comments system please Email
Me.

Initially the forum will be unmoderated and all comments will appear immediately when a user posts them. I will change that
only if it becomes necessary. You can reply to existing comments or start a new comment. Please limit entries to the same
topics as you would for email to me. This first "Live Forum" will be for any discussions on those topics. If this initial Live
Forum is successful, I may do live forums on individual topics, such as ETX, AutoStar, and Astrophotography, in the future.
I have no intention to replace existing forums (ETXAstro Yahoo Group, Cloudy Nights, etc.), so feel free to use those as
alternatives.

The Forum page will be archived once a month, or more frequently if the page gets too long. The April Live Forum page has
been archived and is available on the Forum Archive as a PDF.
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mweasner

Post commentPost commentPost toFollowing

1 DAY AGO

DCN  5 pts

Once again many thanks for your prompt reply.  I have tried the "fake alignment" , then went to Mercury using the goto
function and then used the hand set to centre on the sun.  However, the tracking wasn't very good.  For reasons two
complicated to go into now, your suggestion to set up and park will not be possible.  

Will the inputting of the exact Lat and Long improve the  "fake alignment"?  When setting up, AustStar just asks for the
country although I see it is possible to put in the real position of the 'scope.

ReplyReplyLikeLike

mweasner  6 pts

 DCN  Precise tracking will depend on a good initial setup.  "Faking" the alignment in the daytime
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1 DAY AGO

will likely not result in a good alignment.  If you can locate the star Sirius (which can be seen in the daytime
under good conditions), you can SYNC on it.

ReplyReplyLikeLike

2 DAYS AGO

DCN  5 pts

I am going to to be involved with the recording of the transit of Venus in a few days.  Do you have any tips on how to
track the sun with the ETX125 and Autostar?  Obviously there is no problem finding the sun, but there appears no easy
way to set the the 'scope up to track it for any reasonable time.  

ReplyReplyLikeLike

1 DAY AGO

mweasner  6 pts

 DCN  Two options for tracking the sun during the transit of Venus.  Just GOTO Venus and track that.
Or add the sun as an asteroid (see the article "Adding the Sun" on the Helpful Information: AutoStar Info
page.  Then you'll not only have tracking, you will have GOTO the Sun as well.  If you can locate True North,
just set up as normal and do a "fake alignment", accepting the stars as centered.  That will provide reasonably
close GOTOs and tracking.  Alternatively, set up the telescope the night before, do a normal alignment, then
mark where the tripod legs are on the ground.  When finished with the session, do a PARK and shutdown.  Do
not reposition the telescope on the tripod, although you can move the tripod.  The day of the transit, put the
tripod back on your markers and power on.  The AutoStar will remember the previous night's alignment.
 Remember to use a proper full-aperture solar filter on the ETX.  Do NOT use the projection method on an
ETX.

ReplyReplyLikeLike

11 DAYS AGO

mweasner  6 pts

I have posted my Solar Eclipse report: http://www.weasner.com/co/Reports/2012/05/20/index.html .  Most of the photos
were taken with my ETX-90RA.

ReplyReplyLikeLike

10 DAYS AGO

mweasner  6 pts

Just posted a photo montage
at http://www.weasner.com/co/Photos/Sun/images/Solar_Eclipse_20May2012.jpg

ReplyReplyLikeLike

RonaldT  5 pts

Good morning all, 

 

Quite new to telescopes :) Just bought an ETX-105 EC second hand and realized that although it moves up and down
correctly it doesn't seem to react left and right (no noise, no reaction when pressing left / right buttons on the autostar,
up/down is OK). I have opened it and didn't notice anything broken, wires seem to be OK and well connected. Any
guidance in what should be checked first? 
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11 DAYS AGO

Many thanks,

ReplyReplyLikeLike

11 DAYS AGO

mweasner  6 pts

 RonaldT  If there is no azimuth slewing, even at the highest slew speed (by pressing the "9" button on
the AutoStar keypad), then it is likely there is something wrong, either with the motor or the circuitry.  If a
motor, you can get replacement motors; see the Helpful Information: Telescope Tech Tips for some
replacement sources.  If a circuit board, you can possibly get a replacement from Telescope Warehouse (link
on the Astronomy Links page), unless you want to do some board-leveling troubleshooting.

ReplyReplyLikeLike

10 DAYS AGO

RonaldT  5 pts

 mweasner  Many thanks Mike for the reply. I have tried with the "9" button and still it
doesn't move left or right. How can I know for sure whether the fault is with motor or circuitery?
Actually I'd be interested in trying to troubleshoot it  myself (I love challenges :). Is there
something that can be done step-by-step to verify the potential faultly components? 

ReplyReplyLikeLike

10 DAYS AGO

mweasner  6 pts

 RonaldT  Well, if you are cautious and have some experience with wiring, you can swap
the wires to the azimuth motor so they go to the altitude motor.  The try "slewing" with the
azimuth controls.  Of course, you'll need to do some disassembly first.  See the Helpful
Information: Telescope Tech Tips page; lots of disassembly articles there.  Also, I suggest you
read the article "Disassembly Procedure" first.

ReplyReplyLikeLike

11 DAYS AGO

tomatohead  5 pts

Is anyone aware of an "exploded" view of the Etx 125.?  I have seen several photos, but has anyone seen an actual
"drawing" of it's construction showing all the parts and there placement?

ReplyReplyLikeLike

13 DAYS AGO

Bangor_Steve  5 pts

Good Morning All

I have an ETX-90 I am bringing back to life. When I opened it I found the battery wires were not connected to the control
board. Does anyone have info on where those wires should be soldered and what is the 12 volt connector configuration (+
on the center pin?)

Thanks

Steve

ReplyReplyLikeLike
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13 DAYS AGO

mweasner  6 pts

 Bangor_Steve  See the article "Repairing Broken Battery Wires" on the Helpful Information:
Telescope Tech Tips page as well as the ETX FAQ page (for polarity).

ReplyReplyLikeLike

13 DAYS AGO

DCN  5 pts

Trying to control an ETX125 via laptop running Win7.  I have successfully installed a USB to RS232 converter but can't
establish connection to 'scope.  I am running Auto star 5.50.  The com port is for the USB is7 and that number has been
put into the "Serial port setup".  The error that is given is "Communications not established.  Opening com.port without a
protocol".  I have confirmed the port setting is correct, number of bits etc.  Any ideas?

ReplyReplyLikeLike

13 DAYS AGO

mweasner  6 pts

 DCN  Not all USB-serial adapters work reliably with the AutoStar, especially for updating the ROM
in the AutoStar.  I recommend Keyspan adapters.  However, your problem sounds more like a Win7 issue.
 There is an article on the Helpful Information: AutoStar Info page discussing the AutoStar Suite and
Windows 7. The article discusses mostly updating the AutoStar but it may be helpful.

ReplyReplyLikeLike

16 DAYS AGO

DCN  5 pts

Once again, many thanks!

ReplyReplyLikeLike

16 DAYS AGO

DCN  5 pts

Ok that may be the problem, I think I may have just pressed the GOTO when the object appeared in the display and not
selected it, many thanks.  I knew it would be something simple.

One other problem, the photoport screw connection at the rear is not rigid and there doesn't seem to be any easy way to
tighten it.

ReplyReplyLikeLike

16 DAYS AGO

mweasner  6 pts

 DCN  See the Helpful Information: Telescope Tech Tips page.  There are two articles on the "Rear
Port".

ReplyReplyLikeLike

DCN  5 pts

Some background, I have been involved with telescopes for many years, even running an observatory with 12" LX200's
etc etc and I think I know my way around these things pretty well.  Anyway, I sold all my gear a few years ago and have
decided to get a small unit, the ETX125 for home use.  I picked up a second hand one in very good condition and all the
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16 DAYS AGO

basics seem to work well.  It does two star alignment very well, but when using the solar system and constellation objects
in GOTO mode it is completely wrong.  When Saturn was selected, the handset said it was slewing, but the 'scope didn't
move. Selecting Jupiter it slewed but to the wrong place in the sky by a country mile!  However it has no problem picking
out the objects using the guided tour mode.  It also seems to know the star objects OK.  Any ideas why this is happening. 

ReplyReplyLikeLike

16 DAYS AGO

mweasner  6 pts

 DCN  Be certain you actually SELECT the object by pressing ENTER when the name is displayed.
 Then press GOTO.

ReplyReplyLikeLike

16 DAYS AGO

DCN  5 pts

Hi I am signing as a guest for the first time and I would like to ask a few questions on the Autostar system.

ReplyReplyLikeLike

17 DAYS AGO

joeajp  5 pts

@ mweasner don't believe you were unclear on anything, I just did not grasp how it worked. Currently I remove the cap
on the back of my telescope attach T adapter and then my camera, did not grasp that the OPT adapted to the eyepiece. I
am a real novice when it comes to telescopes but understand photography and my camers.

Thank You Again, Joe

ReplyReplyLikeLike

17 DAYS AGO

joeajp  5 pts

@ mweasner I found the OPT camera adapter, talked with them and they explained how it works, unfortunately they are
out of inventory but got one ordered. Thank you so much for your help.

Joe

ReplyReplyLikeLike

17 DAYS AGO

mweasner  6 pts

 joeajp  You will like it.  Just out of curiosity, what was unclear from my review that OPT explained
better?

ReplyReplyLikeLike

18 DAYS AGO

joeajp  5 pts

@measner thank you very much

ReplyReplyLikeLike

joeajp  5 pts

Thank you, I will take a look, its sounds as if the OPT is a through the lens adaptor.
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18 DAYS AGO ReplyReplyLikeLike

18 DAYS AGO

mweasner  6 pts

@joeajp The OPT adapter uses your T-Ring to connect the camera body to the telescope.

ReplyReplyLikeLike

18 DAYS AGO

joeajp  5 pts

Phorography with my Meade ETX 90PE:

I have successfully photographed the moon using my Canon 40D and my Canon 7D although I would desire a closer
photograph of the moon, stars, and planets. Is there a teleconverter and or extension tubes that will work with my T-
Adapor and Canon body? I have also found some but very little information about adapting camera bodies to the lens for
photography.  Any information will be greatly appreciate.

Joe. P

ReplyReplyLikeLike

18 DAYS AGO

mweasner  6 pts

@joeajp Adapters like the OPT Camera Adapter (see the Accessory Reviews: Astrophotography page) will
allow imaging at prime focus, with or without a Barlow Lens or with an eyepiece. For more on
astrophotography see the Helpful Information: Astrophotography page.

ReplyReplyLikeLike

19 DAYS AGO

Wayne Sumner  5 pts

I'm trying to help the widow of an Ogden Astronomical Society club member who passed away recently sell her deceased
husband's ETX 125.  I put fresh batteries in, plugged in the hand controller, and turned it on.  The altitude motor
immediately started pulsing one second at a time every other second or so, moving the telescope up until the finder
bracket hit the fork frame, at which point I immediately turned it off.  It does this continuously every time I turn it on,
even when I'm trying to follow the set up procedures in the Autostar.  Is this just bad or REALLY bad?  Any suggestions? 
The ETX came with two Autostar hand controllers.  The one I tried was loose in a bag with the telescope.  This is the one
that has the problem, but at least the hand controller responds with set up questions, etc.   I also tried the other, in a #497
Autostar box purchased from Ritz Cameras in 2007, and while the hand controller turns on, nothing comes up on its
screen and none of the buttons seem to work.  If you're wiliing to help me try some things over the phone, my cell phone
is (801) 721-5852.  Thanks in advance for any help you might have.  Wayne Sumner

ReplyReplyLikeLike

19 DAYS AGO

mweasner  6 pts

 Wayne Sumner  Sorry for the delay in responding.  I was helping the CFO (wife) with yard work.  On
the AutoStar that works, do a CALIBRATE MOTOR under the Setup: Telescope menu.  That may resolve the
telescope going berserk on startup.  If not, check the batteries for proper orientation.  As to the bad AutoStar,
check the pins in the HBX connector; they should be clean, not too depressed nor bent sideways.

ReplyReplyLikeLike
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25 DAYS AGO

DaveB  5 pts

Do you see any issues with a Meade Basic camera adapter (07356) for eyepiece projection on an ETX-60?

I'd like to get 3-5X magnification to the film plane for the upcoming eclipse, using this and a T-adapter to my 35mm
Canon.

I can get the Meade adapter for <$35 and a T-ring for ~$10, with delivery this week.

 

Dave

ReplyReplyLikeLike

25 DAYS AGO

mweasner  6 pts

 DaveB  Weight is the problem with the ETX-60/70/80.  The axis locks are not strong enough to
prevent slippage.  Adding a counterweight system can help.  Another problem will be the low brightness and
increased image scale.  Long exposures and/or high ISO will be needed.  Tracking will be a problem at the
high mag.

ReplyReplyLikeLike

25 DAYS AGO

DaveB  5 pts

 mweasner

Even with an ND5 filter, I have a *lot* of brightness with 18 and 25mm oculars. Agreed, 4X =
16X area, so 4(?) more stops down.

A fine-grain 400 ISO film should still do pretty well. I'll have a week or so to test under non-field
conditions.

Counterweight sounds like a good idea. What do users do; clamp some mass under the OTA, near
the front?

Unlock the axes (this will be polar mounted, so primarily RA driven), and test/adjust for balance?

 

Dave

ReplyReplyLikeLike

25 DAYS AGO

mweasner  6 pts

 DaveB  You must use a proper solar filter on the aperture of the ETX to safely block IR.
 Otherwise you risk damaging your eye, your telescope, and your camera.  DO NOT use a neutral
density filter; it only reduces brightness.  As to counterweights, there are lots of articles on them
on the Helpful Information: Astrophotography page.

ReplyReplyLikeLike

DaveB  5 pts

 mweasner  

I'll check out the HI pages some more.
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25 DAYS AGO

The filter is specifically a Solar filter, assured to block IR and UV, and with a visual density of
ND5 (100,000X / 15+ stops).

I do value my sight - and thanks for continuing to warn users!

ReplyReplyLikeLike

25 DAYS AGO

DaveB  5 pts

Any tips on improving daylight visibility of the handbox (LED, it's old, as are my eyes!) display?

I have the brightness cranked as high as it will go, and contrast tweaked, but I'm going to be standing under the desert sun
on May 20th, and as much as I cover up, I can't manage to read the menus, even in partial shade at home.

ReplyReplyLikeLike

25 DAYS AGO

mweasner  6 pts

@DaveB I don't. But when at the telescope for solar viewing, it really helps to cover your head with a large
black cloth (that doesn't let light shine through). Not only will the view of the sun be improved, if you have
the AutoStar under the cloth shield, you should be able to see its display better.

ReplyReplyLikeLike

25 DAYS AGO

DaveB  5 pts

 mweasner

Well, it's worked for 150 years of photography; maybe some things can't really be improved on!

ReplyReplyLikeLike

25 DAYS AGO

ericwest74  5 pts

Hi, I live in New Zealand and use an ETX 90 with an Autostar, (no GPS) all about 5 years old. It has been out of service
for a while as we moved house and it was one of the "non-essentials" to be dealt with once we got settled.

 

I have changed latitude considerably with my shift and I seem to recall that, when I set the scope up initially, I entered
either a city or a latitude, so the thing knew where in the World it was.

 

I just can't now see how I did that, I have looked through all of the menus on the Autostar and can't find anything like it.
Can someone please refresh my memory (if such a setting exists).

 

Thanks

 

Eric West

ReplyReplyLikeLike

mweasner  6 pts

@ericwest74 Use Setup: Site and then either Edit or Add.
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25 DAYS AGO ReplyReplyLikeLike

26 DAYS AGO

DaveB  5 pts

Thanks, Mike - helpful information, for sure.

ReplyReplyLikeLike

26 DAYS AGO

DaveB  5 pts

Mike, can you give us some pointers for daylight polar alignment?

I'm planning on using my ETX-60 on an equatorial wedge mount for the May 20 Annular Eclipse, at a remote site.

I have added Sun as an asteroid (what a great idea!), so tracking will work (tested at home.)

Can I level the wedge, align approximately North, then to the Sun as an alignment target object?

 

Dave

ReplyReplyLikeLike

26 DAYS AGO

mweasner  6 pts

@DaveB See the Helpful Information: Observational Guides/References. Several articles there. Also see the
article "Daytime Alignment Tip" on the Helpful Information: AutoStar Info page.

ReplyReplyLikeLike

27 DAYS AGO

Rado18  5 pts

Hello.

 

I have a Meade etx 70. Last night i turn it off, and after this it wont start any more. I replaced batteries-still wont start
(power red led off).

Please help.

 

Rado

ReplyReplyLikeLike

27 DAYS AGO

mweasner  6 pts

@Rado18 Have you checked the batteries inserted correctly and fully seated? If so, try a different set of
batteries. If that doesn't fix it, you have a blown circuit somewhere.

ReplyReplyLikeLike

mweasner  6 pts

@Rado18 One other thing to check is the battery pack wiring. Both from the pack to the connector and from
the connector to the ETX.
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Feedback Archive

Check the Feedback Archive for previous editions of the Feedback pages.

Go to the ETX Home Page.

27 DAYS AGO ReplyReplyLikeLike

28 DAYS AGO

larrydprescott  5 pts

Hi-

I have a Meade etx 70 ec.  The plastic declination knob that extends through the right fork has broken off.  I called
Meade's customer support # and was told that I have a discontinued model.  He gave me no options.

It appears that the knob is permanently attached to the larger part that screws (2 allen head screws) into the scope tube.  Is
there anyone out there that sells what I need? Thanks

 

Larry

ReplyReplyLikeLike

28 DAYS AGO

mweasner  6 pts

@larrydprescott You can try Telescope Warehouse (link on the Astronomy Links page). Or you can possibly
repair the Right Tube Adapter, which is what it sounds like you are describing. Although it won't match
perfectly, there is an article on repairing the Right Tube Adapter on the Helpful Information: Telescope Tech
Tips page.

ReplyReplyLikeLike

28 DAYS AGO

larrydprescott  5 pts

 mweasner   larrydprescott  Thanks for the quick reply.  I did check with Bill
Vorce a couple of days ago at Telescope Warehouse.  He is out of that particular part.  I will
consider doing the repair myself.   Larry

ReplyReplyLikeLike
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